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How to vote without a traditional address 


There’s an election coming up on November 8. Your housing status does not impact your right to vote 


By Alastair Boone 


SINCE winning the 
right to vote in Califor- 
nia in 1988, homeless 
citizens have faced road- 
blocks when it comes 
to actually getting out 
to the polls and voting. 
Many individuals who 
are experiencing home- 
lessness may not know 
they are eligible to vote, 
or have access to infor- 
mation about measures 
and candidates, or un- 
derstand how to register 
on time to cast their vote 


on Election Day. 
Missing votes from 
lower-income people 


leads to a gap between 
what the average person 
wants and what is de- 
cided on Election Day. 
For example, non-voters 
are more likely to sup- 
port higher taxes and 
more government-fund- 
ed services, according 

to a 2006 study from the 
Public Policy Institute of 
California. 

The 2022 U.S. midterm 
elections will take place 
on Tuesday, November 
8. This guide will walk 
you through the process 
of registering to vote 
without an address, how 
to vote in person, how 
to vote by mail without 
an address, and other 
relevant questions. 


Registering to 
Vote : 


The voter registration 
deadline for this fall’s 
election is October 24, 
2022. You can check to 
see if you're registered 
online at www.votersta- 
tus.sos.ca.gov. You can 
also register for the first 
time at: registertovote. 
Ca.gov. 

If you don’t want to 
register online, you can 
pick up paper copies of 
your voter registration 
forms at most govern- 
ment or city offices, the 
public library, some 
DMV locations, or at 


the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters: 1225 
Fallon St., Room G-1, 
Oakland, CA 94612. 

If you do not regis- 
ter to vote by October 
24, that’s OK. More 
information about late 
registration can be 
found near the end of 
this article. 

The requirements for 
voting in the United 
States are that one is a 
US. citizen, at least 18 
years of age, not cur- 
rently in state or federal 
prison, not currently on 
parole for the conviction 
of a felony (misdemean- 
ors and being on proba- 
tion are OK), and not re- 
cently found by a court 
to be mentally unable to 
vote. If a person fits all 
of these requirements, 
they can register to vote 
in their county. 


How Dol! 
Register and 
Vote Without 


a Permanent 


Address? 


You are legally guar- 
anteed a right to vote 
even if you do not have 
a permanent address. 
You may do this in 
person at a polling place 
or by mail. If you wish 
to vote by mail, you will 
need to register to vote 
using an address you 
trust, where you can re- 
ceive mail. This could be 
the address of a family 
member or a friend, or 
even a shelter where you 
stay—just make sure to 
ask before registering at 
your shelter’s address. 
You could also sign up 
to receive mail through 
service providers such 
as the Homeless Action 
Center in Oakland, the 
Berkeley Catholic Work- 
er, the Berkeley Drop-In 
Center, and others. 

If you do not have a 
specific address where 


-you can receive mail, 
that’s okay! You can 
still register to vote in 
person. You will need to 
enter an address when 
you register to vote, 


but that address can be 
a cross street, or any 
other location where - 
you frequently stay. In 
this case, you likely will 
not receive your vote by 


mail materials, so you 
should plan to vote in 
person. 


How and Where 
Can I Vote In 
Person? 


There will be 100 
accessible Vote Centers 
(or “polling places’) 
throughout Alameda 
County, which any voter 
can visit—regardless of 
where you register. 

Starting Saturday No- 
vember 5, you can vote 
in person at any accessi- 


ble voting location in Al- 
ameda County. A map of 


the voting locations can 
be found online here: 
www.acgov.org/rovapps/ 
maps/avl/ 

According to the 
Alameda County Voter 
Registrar’s office, the 
Accessible Voting 
Locations will be open 
during these hours: 

Saturday, Nov 5 - 
Monday, Nov 7: 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov 8 (elec- 
tion day): 7:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. 


Where Dol 
Send My Mail-In 
Ballot? 


Every voter in Cal- 
ifornia will receive a 
mail-in ballot sometime 
after October 10. The 
ballot comes with pre- 
paid postage and you 
can send it back in the 
mail via USPS any day 
up until November 8. 
Voters are encouraged 
to send their ballots 
in as early as possible. 
Every ballot postmarked 
November 8 that arrives 
at the registrar within 7 
days of election day will 
be counted, no matter 
what. 

You can also submit 
your mail-in ballot in a 
ballot drop box. You can 
find a list of ballot drop 
boxes online here: www. 
caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov/ 


What If I Miss 
the Voter 
Registration 
Deadline? 


You can still register 
to vote even if you miss 
the voter registration 
deadline of October 24. 
If you miss the deadline 
and still want to vote, 
you can still condition- 
ally register to vote and 
cast a ballot. Voting i 
conditionally just means : 
that your vote will be : 
counted later in the 
process. The form for 
conditional registration 
can be found online 
here: www.sos.ca.gov/elec- 


tions/voter-registration/ 
same-day-reg 
You can also do this 
in-person at any polling 
place between Novem- 
ber 5 and election day 
on November 8. You will 
simply need to show up 
at the accessible voting | 
center and ask to fill out ; 
a registration form. to 
vote conditionally. This 
process basically allows 
you to register on the 
spot. You don’t have to 
show your ID, but you 
will need the last four 
digits of your social 
security number or 
your California driver’s 
license number. If the 
accessible voting center 
you are voting in is 
within Alameda County, 
you will also need to list 


an address that is within 


Alameda Coun 
you can use any address 
within the county, in- 
cluding shelters, public 
parks, and cross streets. 


ty—but 


How Can I Make 
Sure My Vote 
Was Counted? 


After you vote, you 
can sign up to track your 
ballot’s progress online 
here: california.ballottrax. 
net/voter/ 


Alastair Boone is the : 
Editor in Chief of Street | 
Spirit. 
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New audit reveals that 
Oakland homeless shelters 


and services are falling short | 


Despite spending $69 million over three years, the 
city failed to sufficiently track contractors’ work, an 


audit found. 


By Natalie Orenstein 


A long-awaited audit 
of Oakland’s homeless- 
ness services found that 
the city is not moving 
enough residents into 
permanent housing and 
not collecting enough 
data to determine how 
well the programs are 
running. 

The analysis released 
this week by City Au- 
ditor Courtney Ruby 
examines the last three 
years of Oakland’s 
homelessness programs, 
looking at their effec- 
tiveness, outcomes, and 
who was served. Ruby 
found that Oakland 
spent $69 million over 
this period on contracts 
with service providers, 
mostly nonprofits, but 
didn’t sufficiently set 
standards or monitor 
providers’ work. 

Some of the city’s 
marquee services for 
unhoused residents, like 
the “community cabins” 
shelters, failed to help 
a majority of residents 
transition off the streets 


into permanent housing. 


“We can do better, 
and must do better,” 
wrote Ruby, who issued 
30 recommendations, 
calling on the city 
to come up with an 
overarching strategy for 
these services, including 
collecting more data 
and providing stronger 
oversight. 

The city adminis- 
tration has agreed to 
comply with all of Ru- 
by’s recommendations, 
setting goals of carrying 
out all of the changes 
by the end of next fiscal 
year, summer 2024. 

In a written response 


the pandemic. 

City Council President 
Nikki Fortunato Bas, 
who first called for the 
audit in 2019, issued a 
statement today calling 
the findings “unaccept- 
able.” 

“The answers in this 
audit show that Oak- 
land’s investments 
and programs are not 
achieving strong enough 
results to address this 
crisis,” she wrote, “nor 
is the city administra- 
tion doing the very basic 
management of data 
analysis and contract 
compliance.” 

Around the period the 
audit covers, Oakland’s 
homeless population 
grew tremendously, 
from 2,761 in 2017 to 
over 5,000 people in 
2022. Black residents are 
disproportionately rep- 
resented in this group, 


nent housing. Other 
“longer-term housing 
programs” offer support 
with rent and services 
as people transition into 
stable housing. 

Over the three years 
covered in the audit, 
8,683 people came 
through the programs 
examined. Ruby found 
that the racial demo- 
graphics of these resi- 
dents largely mirrored 
those of the overall 
unhoused population. 
Around 70% of the 
participants served 
were Black across the 
programs, with the 
exception of the RV safe 
parking sites, which dis- 
proportionately served 
white people. 

A larger portion of the 
homeless population is 
sheltered at these kinds 
of emergency facilities 
now than in recent 


‘,..the city administration | 
[is not] doing the very basic 
management of data analysis 
and contract compliance’ 


making up 59% of the'* 
unhoused population 
but just 21% of Oakland. 

The city, typically 
through contracted 
organizations, oper- 
ates numerous shelter 
and housing programs 
for homeless people, 
ranging from tiny-home 
villages to conventional 
group shelters to RV 
parking sites. Most of 
the programs are consid- 
ered “crisis response” 
facilities—meant to get 
people off the streets 
and into temporary 


years, in part because 
several new locations 
opened during the pan- 
demic using COVID-19 
relief funds. An initial, 
scathing audit, released 
last year, focused on 
homeless encampments 
specifically, finding the 
city was also unpre- 
pared to address the 
growing number of 
camps. 


“Mixed results” 
with some 
residents getting 


A tent sits on the steps of Oakland City Hall. 


When the city opened 
its first community 
cabin site at the end of 
2017, officials lauded 
the program—where 
residents live in small, 
lockable sheds, with 
access to services—as an 
innovative and accessi- 
ble “bridge” to housing 
for people living on the 
streets. Residents could 
bring pets, partners, 
and belongings, privi- 
leges typically denied at 
traditional shelters. But 
some participants have 
complained that they’re 
required to double-up 
with strangers in the 
small sheds, and are 
subject to strict rules. 

Numerous cabin sites 
have opened since then, 
and of the 669 residents 
who've left over the 
past three years, about 
30% of them have gone 
onto permanent hous- 
ing, consistently below 
the stated 50% goal, the 
audit found. During the 
worst year tracked in 
the report, 58% of those 
who left returned to 


ant metrics for ending 
homelessness,” Ruby 
wrote in her report. In 
most cases, Oakland’s 
programs are falling 
short of its goals. 

The city’s family 
programs are the most 
successful in housing 
residents, according to 
the audit. Emergency 
shelters for families 
consistently surpassed 
the goal of housing 30% 
of residents who leave 
the facilities, in one year 
reaching 77%. Nearly 
all families who’ve gone 
through transitional 
housing sites have gone 
onto permanent hous- 
ing, although many first 
stay in the temporary 
facilities much longer 
than the 6-9 month goal. 

But the data on these 
“exits” is incomplete, 
according to Ruby, who 
found that one shelter 
operator didn’t provide 
data for an entire year, 
skewing the analysis of 
not only their program 
but the overall success 
of the city’s offerings. 


Alastair Boone 


The city’s data col- 
lection practices were 
flawed at every step of 
the process, according to 
the new audit: Oakland 
failed to ask the right 
questions in the first 
place. Service providers 
failed to submit accurate 
data on time. And the 
city failed to draw use- 
ful conclusions from the 
data that was available. 

“The city does not 
have the requisite 
analytical and technical 
skills to consistently 
analyze, track, and mon- 
itor data, all of which 
is needed to effectively 
manage homelessness 
services and hold ser- . 
vice providers account- 
able,” the report said. 

_ The RV program 
doesn’t even have goals 
for its residents, or pro- 
vide meaningful access 
to housing services, 
Ruby found. 

“Without establish- 
ing program goals, it is 
unclear how program 
participation is intended 
to lead to permanent 


to the audit, City Ad- shelters and transitional housed, and homelessness. housing and other posi- 
ministrator Ed Reiskin housing, where they'll many others _ The percentage and More oversight tive outcomes,” she 
said Oakland’s home- be connected with returning to the number of people who needed of city 
lessness response was services andeventually  ¢preets leave for housing “may contractors Audit continues on 
“greatly impacted” by placed into perma- be the most import- page 9 
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‘Tiny Houses, Big | 
Voices’: a peek into 
new book by youth 


village residents 


By Alastair Boone 


SINCE opening in the 
winter of 2021, the Youth 
Spirit Artworks Tiny 
House Empowerment 
Village (THEV) has pro- 
vided housing for youth 
between the ages of 18 
and 23. (Youth Spirit 
Artworks is the publish- 
er of Street Spirit.) Be- 
yond shelter, however, 
THEV has also become 
a community—a place 
where young people can 
build friendships, make 
art, and think critically 
about the world they 
want to build. It was this 
atmosphere of commu- 
nity that gave rise to the 
THEV writing group, 
founded in June 2021 by 
facilitator Zoe Mosko. 
Mosko, who first came 
to THEV to paint planter 
boxes, says the writing 
group “arose from the 
belief that everyone 
has a story to tell, and 
that telling our stories 
together furthers com- 
munity.” 

It started small, with 


two residents showing 
up to write, eat snacks, 
and hang out. But it con- 
tinued to grow, and has 
been meeting every two 
weeks since. Last month, 
the group published a 
book entitled “It Takes 
A Village: Tiny Houses, 
Big Voices.” It represents 
the first year of writing 
from the workshops. 

“We share this book 
with each other and 
with you in celebration. 
Of our lives. Of our 
voices. Of the power 
and freedom that come 
from joining our hearts 
and minds,” Mosko 
writes in her introduc- 
tion. 

Below you'll find a 
sampling of the writing 
that can be found in the 
book. The workshop 
will host a book launch 
party on Friday, Novem- 
ber 4 where members of 
the public will be invit- 
ed to for book readings, 


music, food, and the 
opportunity to purchase 


the book. The event is 
free, and will take place 


Courtesy of the THEV writing group 


Mosko (right) takes notes as writing group particpants laugh, eat food, and write together. 


from 5:00 to 8:00 pm at 
the Tiny House Village: 


633C Hegenberger 


Road, Oakland. RSVP 


online here: 
bit.ly/THEV_RSVP 


KKK 


Onyé Timms 
IandI 


I am cut my blood 
spills out. 
Continue to cut 


ourtesy of the THEV writing group 
The cover of the book by the THEV writing group. 


because I’m hurt. 
Addicted to the high. | 
Obsessed with the’ 

thought of flying. 


heal. : 
Self love is the best 
love. 
Bees love honey. 
Hoes love money. 
Flies smell shit. 
Flies also love honey. 


It’s a preference. 
What do you love? 


Who can you be? 

The worst mistake I 
ever made 

was choosing love 
before friendship. 

The best mistake was 
choosing love 3 

on instinct. I learned I 
can love 

unconditionally. 


Samuel Reading 
My Vegas Trip 


The only out of state 
vacation/ trip I’ve even 
taken was when I was 
10, to go to Vegas and to 
see the Grand Canyon. 

We went to Circus 
Circus (which is a hotel 
on the strip), the M&M 
factory, arcades, MGM 
Grand and saw white 
tigers and actually saw 
the original pilot epi- 
sode as a test audience 
for the Big Bang Theory. 
We drove out past 

Hoover Dam and vis- 
ited the Grand Canyon, 
and it truly is one of the 
7 wonders of the world. 
I also distinctly remem- 
ber walking along the 
strip and seeing like 
little cards, almost like 
baseball cards, of prosti- 
tutes littered all over the 
ground. 


_. Dedication . © 


Iam cut aspiring to ~ 


Rossi De Lozado : 


Renaissance, renegade. 
Instrumental, 


serenade 


Are you grateful for 
your gift or did you give 
it away 

Dedicated to this 
grateful day 


Fast forward, delay 
Rewinds, relays 


Jamar Anderson 


I feel like in society 
people wear masks to 
correct the lies. 

I myself felt I could 
read a room well and 
feel the energy of 

-good or bad. I learned 
to be balanced in my 
emotions 

which helped me 
overcome the people 
wearing masks. 


Delilah Aviles 


Honestly, most every- 
one is inclined to speak 


of others and situations = 

in a negative light, but _ uc 

portant figures wouldn't 

” be here. Thankful for the 
highs and lows. 


realizing I’m in 
control of my output — 
and that’s all I can ever 


be. That’s my greatest 


power, my narrative. It’s 
more difficult to create 
our own analysis and 
easier to fall into the 
thoughts of other be- 
cause it takes no effort, 
it takes no resistance. 
But resistance is vital to 
the growth of existence 
toward the moral arc of 
the universe; justice and 
truth. 


Anthony 
Calderon 


Pain and growth, I 
believe good and bad 


will always exist, like. 


variables on a dice. I be- _ 
... lieve out mentality and. 


roll, but never change 


‘the reality of pain. —- 


My mother felt pain 
through the first mo- 
ments of my life as 
did my bones as they 
stretched. Pain and 
growth are constant, the 
direction of growth is 
determined by the pres- 
ent. Pain has been a re- 
fining factor, and a char- 
acter developing feeling, 
in most of our lives. It’s 
a double-edged sword, 
and is experienced in all 
walks of life. It inspires 
various arts, motivation, 
exercise, progression 
and digression. Pain is 
a constant factor we all 
try to navigate through. 
I believe our child- 
hoods, social economic 
positions and environ- 
mental and educations 
affect our role, but the 
resilience and hunger 
in those who've experi- 
enced hardship is beau- 
tiful. Pain isn’t a compe- 


tition or weakness, and 


without it, some of the 
most influential and im- 


Authors from ‘It Takes 

A Village: Tiny Houses, 
Big Voices’ are a collec- 
tive of young adults from 
the San Francisco Bay 
Area who are residents of 
Youth Spirit Artworks’ 
Tiny House Empower- 
ment Village. Through 
workshops like the creative 
writing workshop present- 
ed by Zoe Mosko, residents 
have found a safe space 

to channel their joy, pain, 
struggles and revelations 
into their writing. 
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The aspects of homelessness that followed me indoors 


FIRST-PERSON 
By Ari Wolf 


I “identify” as home- 
less—the label has stuck 
around long past the 
moment when the rent 
finally 
got 
paid. 
The 
trauma 
does 
not 
leave 
you. 
The sense of shame, 
however misplaced, 
does not leave you. The 
feeling, and too often 
reality, that when you 
tell other people about it 
they either assume you 
are lying, or exagger- 
ating, or talking about 
it simply for attention, 
does not leave you 
either. The experience 
lives on in your nervous 
system, in your bones. 

A few months ago a 
male housemate wanted 
to cheat on his girlfriend 
with me. I didn’t raise 
my voice because I was 
filled with the existential 
fear of losing my home. 
During that tense time, 

I drove to the nearby 
homeless encampment 


and parked there. I sat 
and looked at a world I 
knew and understood 
so much better than the 
one I currently called 
my home. 

I live in a gorgeous 
apartment. Really, it is 
quite beautiful. I have 
not lived alone in six 
years, but I live alone 
now. The last time I 
lived alone, I was too 
scared to buy furni- 
ture. I was too scared 
to buy a bed, or evena 
mattress. I slept on the 
floor for nine months 
straight. I simply could 
not convince myself that 
spending money ona 
mattress that I could 
spend on food, or water, 
or emergency expenses, 
made sense. I was not 
interested in the con- 
sequences to my body 
in the form of physical 
pain. I puddled my 
blankets into a corner in 
the room I picked for the 
bedroom and lay there, 
terrified of my own 
ghosts, shivering against 
the strip of carpet, wak- 
ing up to bones cracked 
against the concrete 
floor beneath. I jacked 
up the heat to keep 


warm against the freez- 
ing cold of the coldest 


- Enera Wilson 


Even after moving off the street, some never fully leave homelessness behind—for better and for worse. 


winter Salem, Oregon 
had seen in years, com- 
plete with snowstorms 
so loud they canceled 
classes and brought 
snowplows from as far 
away as Eugene. 

I spent that winter 
in hiding. I wouldn’t 
let anybody see me. 


Coughs split my chest 
in half and I developed 


bronchitis that lasted all 
winter long, a phenome- 
non that stuck with me. 

I also developed my 
tendency to run and 
hide like no one would 
notice. 

That was the winter 
that Trump took the 
White House. It was the 


winter I tried to work 
four jobs and it didn’t 


work. It was the winter 
I realized everyone else 
but me seemed to have 
the hang of work. It 
was the winter I was so 
lonely but every human 
interaction seemed like 
a threat, a flashback in 
waiting. 

My life was a series of 


bold black lines against 
a pale blue tapestry. I 


was already in my late 
twenties but I felt my 
life had not yet begun. 
Everyone around me 
was a full person and I 
was just a shadow. 

My real life was back 
on the streets and was 
the people I met there. 


Homeless No More 
continues on page S 


Living with mental illness: the 
burden of stereotype 


COMMENTARY 
By Jack Bragen 


MOsT mainstream people seem to 
lack tolerance of people living with 
mental illness, and I believe this is 
because they haven’t been educated 
about us. People with mental ill- 
ness are often good people with bad 
problems. It is a hard life circumstance 
when one’s own mind is a source of 
betrayal. It is harder when people lack 
sympathy. 

People view us in stereotypes. They 
may see homeless mentally ill people 
who are in the process of falling apart, 
who are doing irrational and often 
antisocial things. Or members of the 
public may see mentally ill people 
who are in treatment, and we do not 
seem normal. We might have poor 
grooming and hygiene, and we might 
behave in a manner that incorrectly 
makes people believe that we lack 
basic intelligence. 

Mental illness, which is the same 
thing as psychiatric illness, is caused 
mostly by malfunctions in the brain. 
Psychiatric medication does an im- 
perfect job of treating many mental 
illnesses. However, these medications 
introduce new problems. 

Recovery from mental illness is nev- 
er total. We can work hard at recovery, 
and we can gain a lot of ground in 
terms of capabilities and in terms of 
treating the symptoms. But it never 
means the disease is over. For the rest 


of our lives, we must remain vigilant, 
because mental illnesses never gives 
up. And thus, we can never give up. 

In modern times, one hopes there is 
more tolerance and understanding of 
people with mentally illness. But I’ve 
found in the past decade, that society 
has worsened in how it treats us. And 
this is a disappointment. | 

To give you some background, I 
was diagnosed with Schizophrenia, 
Paranoid-Type, in 1982, following a 
severe episode of psychosis. When 
psychotic, the perception of reality as 
conveyed by the five senses was re- 
placed with bizarre thoughts, beliefs, 
and perceptions. Of course, because of 
this, behavior isn’t going to be normal 
or acceptable. I have been mentally ill 
for my entire adult life. 

I’ve been in treatment for this condi- 
tion almost non-stop since the begin- 
ning of 1984. And I find, especially in 
recent years, that people with mental 
illness do not get treated with fairness 
or respect. 

The prejudice against people with 
psychiatric problems seems to be 
the last socially acceptable form of 
bigotry. I have encountered a lot of 
this in my endeavors to integrate into 
mainstream society. 

As I’ve been involved in mental 
health treatment for so many years, 
many in my community know who | 
am, and many of these people take a 
dim view of me. 

Many people behave as though I 
do not have a right to be in public 


A distressed resident of People’s Park is surrounded by police. 


places where “normal” people go. For 
example, I received a phone call from 
an unidentified woman who wanted 
to question me about whether I had 
gone to a bank on the previous day. 
Yes, I went to the bank; it was my 
bank and I had banking to do. Anoth- 
er individual questioned me over the 
phone about why I'd brought my wife 
to the ER at County Hospital on the 
previous night, but why we had then 
left. My wife had a medical issue, and 
we were in the crowded, loud waiting 
room for hours until we gave up and 
decided the problem could wait until 
obtaining a doctor’s appointment. 
Other people have produced similar 
inquiries. Apparently, if you are men- 
tally ill, you are expected to only go 
to your day treatment and to only be 
at your group home. Someone ques- 
tioned me about why I was wearing a 


nice shirt, as though this was a crime. 

Treatment professionals aren’t im- 
mune to psychiatric prejudice. It is a 
risk for me to report this reality--those 
employed in mental health are often 
just as bad if not worse in terms of the 
bigotry. 

People can still get away with 
mistreatment and bigotry directed at 
mentally ill people, without becoming 
branded as a bigot. As persons afflict- 
ed with mental illness, we ourselves 
must fight this. No one else will do it 
for us. 


Jack Bragen is author of “Revising Behav- 
iors that Don’t Work,” “Instructions for 
Dealing with Schizophrenia,” and “Jack 
Bragen’s 2021 Fiction Collection,” and 
lives in Martinez. 
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‘Homeless helping homeless’: A look inside the Wood Stree 


By Alastair Boone 


THE highly anticipat- 
ed eviction of the Wood 
Street encampment 
community began in 
early September and 
continued throughout 
the month. On the days 
the sweep took place, 
scores of day laborers 
arrived around 7:00 a.m. 
and began their work: 
tearing into tiny houses, 
self-built structures, and 
vehicle homes. They 
pulled residents’ belong- 
ings out and threw them 
into piles, demolishing 
the structures with 
heavy machines. Under 
the supervision of CHP 
and Caltrans manage- 
ment, workers swarmed. 
dwellings as residents 
wove in and out, trying 
to save their most 
important possessions. 
Some days they gave 
people time and space 
to pack up, occasion- 
ally agreeing to let an 

individual stay in their 
home one night longer. 
Other days they moved 
quickly and recklessly— 
in one instance forklift- 
ing a resident’s home 
over the train tracks as 


an Amtrak passenger 
train barreled through. 


The train crashed into 
the dwelling—an old 
box truck—at full speed, 
tearing the prongs off of 
the forklift and stalling 
the train. (No serious 
injuries have been re- 
ported.) 

The sweep comes after 
federal judge William 
Orrick ruled in late Au- 
gust that Caltrans could 
move forward with 
clearing the encamp- 
ment, much of which 
sits on its land. Caltrans 


Scenes from Wood Street in September: (left to right): The pink house (far left) was destroyed in phase one of the Caltrans sweep. Jaz Colibri BBQs at 


posted the encamp- 
ment for eviction after 
a large fire in the area. 
But the sweep had been 
delayed the previous 
month, when 29 Wood 
Street residents won a 


- Temporary Restraining 


Order (TRO) against 

the agency—naming 
many elected officials, 
including Governor 
Gavin Newsom—on the 
grounds that the state 
would be putting them 
in danger by evicting 
them with nowhere to 
go. The judge ordered 
Caltrans to work with 
the City of Oakland and 
Alameda County to find 
shelter for Wood Street 
residents. Ultimately, he 
permitted them to move 
forward with the sweep 


after they identified 40 
shelter beds within the 
city. . 

The Wood Street 
community has grown 
steadily over the last 


11 years. Home to over 


200 people, it sits on 
land owned by multiple 
jurisdictions, includ- 
ing Caltrans, the City 

of Oakland, railroad 
companies, and private 
owners. Its large size al- 
lows it to function like a 
miniature city: spanning 
25 city blocks, Wood 
Street has neighbor- 
hood-like communities 
where people support 
and look out for one 
another. It is covered 

in artwork. Elaborate 
graffiti murals adorn 
the cement pillars that 


support the network of 
highways above. Sculp- 
tures and paintings can 
be found outside peo- 
ple’s dwellings, which 
wind around each other 
like an intricate maze. 


Each section of the 
community has a unique 


feeling that reflects the 
needs and interests of its 
inhabitants. 

By the end of Sep- 


‘tember, a large chunk © 


of the encampment has 


been demolished, the;  ~ 


structures removed and 
murals power-washed 
away. The third and fi- 
nal phase of the Caltrans 
sweep is scheduled to 
take place during the 
first weeks of October. 
The loss of community 


is immense for former 


residents, some of 


whom lived at Wood 
Street for the better part 
of a decade. The impact 
of the sweep is already 
being felt throughout 
the City of Oakland as 
well: displaced Wood ° 
Street residents for 
whom there was no 
adequate, accessible 
shelter have started 

to move into nearby 
neighborhoods. Some of 


-uthese satellite encamp- 
“ments have already 
been posted for eviction, 


leaving residents no 
time to establish a sense 
of stability. 

Despite the gravity 
of the Caltrans sweep, 
a large and thriving 
community remains on 


the parcels of land that 


Some of ‘the artwork that covered Wood coudae sine epaettne on the Bay, foue on nthe nents is a portrait:of the deceased:father of the 


woman who lived inside. 


‘ 


Alastair Boone 


surround the agency’s 
property. The Wood 
Street Commons, for 
example, is a section 
of the encampment 
that sits on city-owned 
land. Using the phrase 
“homeless helping — 
homeless,” residents 
are actively working to 
meet the needs of their 
community, and calling 
on government leaders 
to utilize public land for 
public good. At the be- 
ginning of October, they 
organized a bike ride to 
Sacramento to meet with 
elected officials and to 
rally in front of the cap- 
itol to raise awareness 
about sweeps and the 
need for long-term, ac- 
cessible solutions. They 
are fundraising online 
at this link: www.tinyurl. 
com/WoodStreetEund. 
Below are statements 
from just a few Wood 
Street residents. Street 
Spirit asked them all 
the same two questions: 
What do you think your 
neighbors should know 
about Wood Street? 
And, now that the 
sweep has begun, what 
do you think people 
need? Their answers 
have been lightly edited 
and condensed. 


KK 


John Janosko, 
Wood Street 
resident 8 years 


First I would just like 
the wider community 


_ to know that the rea- 


son why the conditions 
down on Wood Street 
are the way they are 

is that the people of 
Wood Street were sent 
down here by different 
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| Street community as Caltrans begins its historic eviction 


Colibri BBQs at Wood Street as part of a community meal. Protest signs and sculpture art adorns the site of Cob on Wood. 


officials, like the Oak- 
land Police told me and 
other unhoused people 
in North Oakland to 
come down here, told 
us come down to Wood. 
Street, that we’d have a 
safe place to live, people 
wouldn’t bother us, that 
this could be our com- 
munity and stuff. Once 
the migration started 


and Wood Street started to St. Vincent de Paul, 
filling up, which is a 
there were ; pe dorm-style -: 
never any We re just _ [shelter]. 
resources - So you 
provided normal peop le come in 
forthe = who have lives #‘&3° 
people ; : ,  Pmand 
down just like you you have 
here: No to leave 


to take care of ourselves 
in that way. 

People need land. Or 
a place to exist or be. 
Things are being done 
backwards: so you have 
evictions going and the 


city is telling you you 
don’t have any shelter 


beds, you only have ten 


‘Tuff Shed cabins left and 


the alternative is going 


electricity, noruming———by 6:30-anrand you're 


water, also no trash 
removal service. So you 
think that in any neigh- 
borhood in America, if 
they were to lose those 
three vital resources, 
what would happen? 
That’s exactly what hap- 
pened down here. Trash 
removal service, there 
was nowhere for anyone 
to put trash. We had to 
find ways to dispose 

of that on our own. In 
the back there were no 
portapotties. Caltrans 

or the City of Oakland 
never put portapotties 
in the back. And in the 
back there were about 
300 people living back 
there at one time, and 
they never were allotted 
any portapotties. I think 
it’s very important that 
people see the other side 
of the story and under- 
stand why things are the 
way they are. It wasn’t 
because just primarily 
because of the people of 
Wood Street, it was be- 
cause we weren't given 


the resources to be able — 


wandering the streets all 
day. People need a place 
to exist, be it tempo- 
rary housing, of course 
permanent housing, but 
right now since none 

of that is available they 
need a piece of land 
where they can recreate 
their community. And 
we need the resources 
to come down [and be] 
directly available—to 
get people into housing, 
directly get them into 
mental health resources. 
People get lost in the 
system all the time and 
we need people to be on 
the front lines with them 
working from this day 
until they get housed. 


Mavin Carter- 
Griffin, Wood 
Street resident 11 
years 


There’s some kind of 
unseen enemy behind 
the scenes, I’m guess- 
ing it’s gentrification. 


Theére’s developers 
everywhere. I can’t put 


my finger on it other 
than [that]. We’re not - 
looking for the heads on 
sticks kind of thing, we 
just want to have our 
chance. This land, we 
got it. I’m sorry about 


*~ your luck but we got it. - 


If you want to develop 
your mammoth tycoon 
apartment buildings 
and lofts, wait ten years 
and partner with us. We 
have the opportunity 


otight here right now to 
‘lift all unhoused people. 


And they have to treat 
the condition and re- 
spect the people. That’s 
something they haven’t 
done yet, they’re still not 
looking at it that way. 
We’re under attack. And 
yeah we could probably 
do this better but it’s 
really hard to catch up 
with the onslaught of 

a continually growing 


crisis. Our population 
has grown and they say 
they’ve put people in 
housing, but it’s not the 
stable kind of housing 
that we want. We want 
choices in housing and 


-we want to innovate 


housing. We want 
portable and affordable. 
We want to be able to 
navigate. We also want 
a guide. People should 
treat us like a demo- 
graphic and consumers 
rather than like diseases 


and fucked up people. 


We are the runoff from 
systemic failures and 
fuckups since slavery 
and we're tired. Women 
need support out here, 
the LGBT need support 
out here, Black people 
need support, every- 
body needs support to 
create a really unique 
neighborhood. This 


place could be a benefit, 
not just to Oakland but 
all of California. We 
have what it takes to fix 
this. They need to hire 
more unhoused people 
and listen to us when 
we give out.input. We - 
are experts in homeless- 
ness. 

Opportunity opportu- 
nity opportunity, and to 


be more socialized. We 


need activity down here. 
We need to have differ- 


ent types of things and 
we need to have it struc- 


tured, and I need to be 
the design director. Give 
me two years, let me 
pick my team amongst 


_ us, and let’s really pull 


this together. Everybody. 
Because it’s any random 
citizen that can become 
homeless, and it’s going 
to take every random 
citizen to figure this out. 


astair Boone 


And we need publicity. 
We need good stories, 
because it’s a good fight. 


H30, Wood 
Street resident 4 
years 


We're just normal 
people who have lives 
just like you: welders, 
doctors, security guards, 
rappers, you don’t even 
know. Good people 
that live here took this 
place and brought it to a 
place where they called 
it home. They made it a 
safe place to go where 
we wouldn't be fucked 
with on the streets and 
get our shit taken. Ev- 
erybody that lives here 
is family. We all know 


Wood St continues on 


page 12 


Jaz Colibri 


A group of Wood Street residents and supporters bikes to Sacramento in early October to rally:at the - 
capitol and meet with state representatives about encampment sweeps and discuss better solutions. 
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Unhoused San Franciscans sue to city over sweeps 


By TJ Johnston 


IN June, Teresa Sandoval woke up 
in her spot underneath the highway 
near 13th and Mission streets to the 
sounds of a San Francisco Public 
Works crew conducting another en- 
campment sweep. 

Sandoval had already gone through 
this drill: Public Works, often ac- 
companied by San Francisco Police 
Department officers, arrived unan- 
nounced and ordered her to pack 
up her belongings and leave. As she 
moved in her wheelchair gathering 
her stuff, Public Works staff removed 
her tent, grabbed her purse and 
deposited both into their dump truck. 
They also tossed away her prosthetic 
legs. 

She never got them back. 

Sandoval is not alone. Many other 
unsheltered San Franciscans report 
encounters with City workers who 
trashed their possessions—from tents, 
blankets, and other survival items to 
laptops, family mementos, and rela- 
tives’ cremated remains. 

Now she, along with advocates for 
unhoused people, are suing the City 
of San Francisco, demanding a stop to 
its workers’ practices of seizing and 
destroying unsheltered folks’ proper- 
ty while repeatedly displacing them 
from public outdoor areas. 

On September 27, seven unhoused 
residents and the Coalition on Home- 
lessness—a San Francisco nonprofit 
that organizes homeless people and 
front line service providers to create 
permanent solutions to homeless- 
ness—filed suit, naming five City de- 
partments and two officials, including 
Mayor London Breed, as defendants. 

These departments—Public Works, 
Police, Fire, Emergency Management, 
and Homelessness and Supportive 
Housing—also comprise a task force 
called the Healthy Streets Operating 
Center (HSOC), which is charged with 


sheltered San Franciscans away by 
threatening citations and arrest—and 
carrying out those threats—without 
making housing available is a form of 
cruel and unusual punishment. 

The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights is representing the plaintiffs. 
Lead attorney Zal Shroff said that 
while the City professes compassion 
toward unhoused folks, sweeping 
them away has become standard oper- 
ating procedure. 

“The objective of this suit is to 


responding to encampments. 
The Coalition alleges that HSOC’s 
practice of repeatedly driving un- 


T have a foot in both worlds and am 
incomprehensible to both’ 


Homeless No More from 
page 5 


The world where it is 
possible to be schizo- 
phrenic and the survivor 
of gang rape and addict- 
ed to crystal meth and a 
foster kid. Either you’re 
one of us, or you’re one 
of them. I have a foot in 
both worlds and am in- 
comprehensible to both. 
I am afraid of being rec- 
ognized for the circum- 
stances of my life when 
I try to play games of re- 
spectability, afraid they 
will see that I am from 
the basement of this life, 
the streetcorners, the 
places where the people 
do the horrible things to 
survive. Mostly we do 
them to ourselves, or to 
each other. Sometimes 
respectable people come 
and pay us to do these 
things to them. I traded 


my self-respect for an 
endless series of com- 
ments or silly experienc- 
es or violating experi- 
ences or simply for the 
dubious designation of 
being “that homeless 
girl I helped.” 

I’ve learned to doubt 
the motivation behind 
help. Too many people 
will talk about giving 
love, about wanting to 
help out of love, will 
confuse their pity for 
love but it will be an 
excuse to get too near, to 
touch, to grope, to put 
hands on people who 
cannot fight back. I’ve 
learned to doubt people 
who confuse the term 
love with basic human 
needs. People with 
nothing don’t need to 
be taught what someone 
else mistakenly thinks 
love is, as a condition of 
being housed and fed. 


uncover what the City says it’s doing 
about homelessness and the truth of 
what it’s actually doing about home- 


Sometimes I tell my- 
self I was never loved, 
have never been loved, 
but that’s not true. Ac- 
tually that’s what I miss 
most. The people who 
were thrown away by 
the people who should 
have loved them, the 
people who were hurt 
and raped and bullied 
and violated over and 
over again, you should 
see how these people 
love. I miss how these 
people love. I miss how 
these people loved me. 

I miss the way I loved 
when I had nothing left 
to lose. When I wasn’t 
afraid to love. When I 
wasn’t afraid of myself, 
or what I thought love 
might take from me. 

Now I have this 
apartment. This life. I 
am grateful for it. Every 


Courtesy of Street Sheet 


lessness,” he said. 

Shroff added that the City claims it 
is getting people off the streets by cre- 
ating shelters and affordable housing, 
while at the same time saying “the 
people getting arrested are just “bad 
apples.’ That is patently false.” 

San Francisco has 25 local ordinanc- 
es prohibiting homelessness-related 
acts. They include voter-approved 
bans on sitting and sleeping on side- 
walks and pitching tents on them. In 
a statement, the Lawyers’ Committee 
cited data from the first six months of 
2021 showing that most of the time, 
the City had no shelter to offer to 


day. 

Iam grateful. I am 
grateful, and I miss 
them. I am grateful, and 
I miss me. 


Homeless No More is a 
column that features the 
stories of people mak- 

ing the transition from 
homelessness to housing. 
Ari Wolf is a daughter of 
the Bay Area. She earned 
her MFA at Mills College 
in 2019 and has since 
published, performed, and 
spoken nationally about 
sexual violence, childhood 
trauma, and disability. 
As someone who experi- 
enced homelessness due to 
trauma and chronic illness, 
Wolf is grateful to Street 
Spirit for the opportunity 
to write about these topics 
in her own backyard. 


the 1,282 people evicted from public 
space, but that they still issued cita- 
tions to and arrested 3,000 people for 
sleeping in public. 

Public Works policy mandates that 
workers bag and tag property during 
sweeps and keep it in storage for 90 
days, so that owners can retrieve it. 
Yet according to the lawsuit and its 
accompanying declarations, staff 
ignore its own rules. In the same six- 
month span, the department recorded 
only 195 items taken from sweeps, a 
dramatic undercount according to the 
reports of unhoused people victim- 
ized by sweeps. 

Through interviews and video- 
taping, the organizing project Stolen 
Belonging documented the City’s 
methods and their impact on street 
dwellers. A former Public Works 
employee whose face and voice was 
obscured on tape said that his superi- 
ors never told him about the “bag and 
tag” policy when they assigned him to 
sweeps. Heather Lee was stonewalled 
by staff when she tried to retrieve 
her possessions at the storage yard. 
Before he died in 2020, artist Ronnie 
Goodman told the project that his 
attempts to reclaim his confiscated 
artwork proved futile—“We have no 
knowledge,” he recalled them saying. 
(Disclosure: The author of this story is 
a member of the “Stolen Belonging” 
project.) 

The City Attorney’s office issued 
the following statement just after the 
filing: “The City is acutely focused on 
expanding our temporary shelter and 
permanent housing options to allevi- 
ate our homelessness crisis. Once we 
are served with the lawsuit, we will 
review the complaint and respond in 
court.” 


This article originally appeared in Street 
Sheet, where T] Johnston is the Assistant 
Editor. 
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August invasion of People’s 


Park sparks more questions 


than answers 


COMMENTARY 


By Berkeley Copwatch 


IT was the middle of 
the night on August 3 
when the invasion of 
People’s Park began. By 
5 p.m., over 40 trees in 
People’s Park were cut 
down, an unbreakable 
fence had been toppled, 
five heavy construction 
vehicles were rendered 
useless, and over 100 


moved in. The UC hired 
private security and put 
up fencing to block traf- 
fic on the streets adja- 
cent to the park despite 
the fact that no notice 
had been given for any 
street closures. Did the 
UC get permits to block 
off the public streets and 
sidewalks? There was 
no notice given to the 
neighbors whose cars 
were towed from all ad- 
jacent streets in the mid- 


police had abandoned dle of the night. Instead, 
the scene. they woke 
The price ; up to 

of this Once students _ their cars 
provoca- : seemingly 
tive act of and community gone and 
destruc- members saw a meager 
tion and = gift card 
incredibly the devastation as com- 
poor plan- in the park, pensation 
ning was shied ios for the 
later esti- inary : decided to inconve- 
matedby become active in nience, 
Chancel- A ? another 
lor Carol defe Ense wasteful 
Christ to and dis- 
be approximately $1.5 ruptive use of money on 
million and that doesn’t the UC’s part. 

even account for the cost Peter Radu, the Assis- 
of police and overtime. _ tant to the City Manager, 


Who is accountable for 
this waste, and what 
will the consequence 
of their actions be? 
Was this simply poor 
planning, or calculated 
waste? Who benefits 
from this incursion? Is 
this what happens when 
the UC rides roughshod 
over the will of a com- 
munity with roots that 
are 53 years deep? 

At approximately 
12:00 a.m. on August 
3, park activists acti- 
vated the “bulldozer 
alert” when it was clear 
that streets were being 
barricaded and heavy 
equipment was being 


was on hand along with 
members of Homeless 
Response Team (Okeya 
Vance, Tony Alcutt, and 
Eve Ahmed) to try to 
lure unhoused people 
out of the park one last 
time. However, they 
had very little to offer 
unhoused park resi- 
dents, their primary 
incentive being spots in 
a shelter known to be 
closing within a month. 
Ruben Lizardo (Director 
of Local Government 
and Community Rela- 
tions and for UC Berke- 
ley) and Dan Moguloff 
(Spokesperson for the 
UC) were also on site to 


oversee the operation. 
Over the course of 12 
hours, at least 7 indi- 
viduals were arrested. 
University police were 
on site in riot gear in the 
wee hours of the morn- 
ing, as contract workers 


(who would not identify 


themselves) drilled into 
the concrete sidewalks 
surrounding the park so 
that they could secure 
fencing with razor sharp 
edges. The fencing itself 
blocked the middle of 
the sidewalks, thereby 
rendering them com- 
pletely impassible and 
in flagrant violation of 
the ADA. Did the UC 
have permission to vio- 
late Berkeley municipal 
codes for the purposes 
of this fence? How long 
was the UC planning 

to leave a fence cutting 
directly down a public 
sidewalk? 

UC police were not 
the only law enforce- 
ment on site. The UC 
brought cops from other 
UC campuses and State 
Universities as well as 
dozens of CHP officers. 
Unconfirmed estimates 
place the number of of- 
ficers brought to the site 
to be as high as 100 and 
more at first. However, 
what was the point of all 
of these officers? Why 
were they so unable to 
defend the area they had 
been called to secure? 

Ultimately, expensive 
fencing was torn down 
and huge numbers of 
cops were called in. 
Bulldozers and heavy 
equipment were aban- 
doned, allowed to be 
vandalized, and dis- 
abled with no plan for 
their removal. Planners 


‘Our taxpayers deserve 
accountability and results from 
our investments’ 


Audit from page 3 


wrote.” The city cannot expect par- 


programs supporting people who’ve 
just moved into permanent housing, 


Alastair Boone 


Community members turned one of the abandoned excavators into a swing. 


should have known that 
people would be angry 
after having their park 
destroyed and trees 
decimated. It was to no 
one’s surprise that the 
abandoned machinery 
was vandalized and 
eventually disabled by 
angry protesters and 


passers-by. The broken 
equipment posed a 


significant hazard when 
toxic fluids and even 
diesel fuel were allowed 
to leak onto the basket- 
ball court. Neither the 
UC nor the construction 
company addressed 

the hazards they had 
created. There was a 
high risk of a random 
spark igniting some of 
the liquids in the midst 
of a space that was now 
covered in burnable 
mulch, wood chips, dry 
logs and other easily 


The city showed “mixed results” 

when it came to enrolling people in 
disability benefits and food stamps, 
but more success with health insur- 


ance. 


The City Council in June passed a 
resolution requiring clearer goals and 
evaluation processes for homelessness 
contractors, and. asking city staff to 
present a detailed plan to achieve the 
audit’s recommendations. 


flammable tinder. For- 


tunately, park activists 

used laundry powder — 

and kitty litter to absorb 
most of the flammable © 
and toxic spill. 

The University acted 
rashly and it backfired. 
Once students and com- 
munity members actual- 
ly saw the devastation in 
the park, many decided 
to become active in de- — 
fense of the Park. In the 
weeks since the incur- 
sion, new gardens have 
been planted, new trees’ 
are taking root and new 


people are becoming =. 
active in defense of open” 


space and the public 
commons. Although the 
UC has been prohibited 
by the court from any 
new construction until 
the October court date 
when the Environmental 


2026. 


Impact Report (EIR) w 
be re-evaluated, they are 
still technically allowed 
to erect a fence around 
the park. oe 

To sign up for emer- 
gency alerts, text 
“SAVETHEPARK” to 
74121. 


Berkeley Copwatch is an 
all-volunteer organization 

with the goal to reduce po- 

lice violence through direct 
observation and holding Me 
police accountable for their 
actions. Formed in 1990, 


_ they seek to educate the 


public about their rights, 


- police conduct in the 


Berkeley community,and = =< 
issues related to the role. : 
of police in our society at 

large. For more informa- 

tion visit www.berkeleyco- 
pwatch.org 


needed to satisfy the demand.Are- 

cent county analysisfoundaneedfor 

around 24,000 additional affordable nae OF 
housing units or rental subsidies by ee 


That figure is “staggering,” wrote 
Ruby, and it “places an urgency on the 
city to implement the audit’s recom- 
mendations to ensure people, plans, 
strategies, and oversight are in place 


to permanently house our homeless 


ticipants to improve their living 
situations without offering housing 
navigation and other services.” 

She also noted that the city and 
county do not track what happens to 
people after they land in permanent 
housing—meaning successful out- 
comes might lead back to homeless- 
ness down the line. 

However, the city’s “longer-term” 


by helping with rent payments, furni- 
ture, and social services appear largely 
successful. Virtually all residents in 
these programs remained housed for 
at least a year. These programs serve 
less than a third of the people who go 
through the crisis sites, however. 

The audit also examined whether 
programs were connecting partici- 
pants with benefits and income that 
could help them get off the streets. 


“Our unsheltered neighbors de- 
serve services that lead to dignity and 
permanent housing, and our taxpay- 
ers deserve accountability and results 
from our investments,” said Bas in her 
statement. 

But underlying the work to move 
shelter participants into permanent 
housing is a recognition that Oakland 
and Alameda County are desperately 
short of the number of housing units 


over the long-term, and to make cer- 
tain they are in safe, clean and secure 
temporary housing arrangements 
until then.” 


eel 


This article originally appeared in The 
Oaklandside, where Natalie Orenstein 
covers housing and homelessness. 
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Across 


1. Mahal 
4. Type of smear 


7. Taxi 


10. Round, flat body part 
11. Sports field 

13. Vending machine bills 
15. BBQ staple 

16. Japanese dipping sauce 
17. Computer function 

18. Lower body part 

19. Type of system 


* 20. Subtract 


21. A snakelike fish 

23. Father 

25. Baking equipment 

26. Reporter Rather 

27. Music genre 

30. Medieval sport 

32. Historic theater in Oakland 
35. Norwegian city 

36. Texas battleground 


37. Earth’s largest and most populous continent 


38. Where you might find cuisines local to 37-across 


40. Kitchen appliance brand 

41. Nickname for the former 49er who 
is now a civil rights acticist 

42. High mountain 

43. Cigarette alternative 

44. That’s funny 

45. Spanish or Portuguese title 

given as a mark of respect 

46. Gas brand 

49, Japanese word describing a person 
whose parents immigrated from Japan 


52. Small East Oakland neighborhood 


56. Streaming network 
57. Attempted 
58. Earth’s satellite 


59. Famous _ _ like the cookies 


60. The person who leads prayers in a mosque 


61. Lotion ingredient 


62. Abbreviation that can. be found on an envelope 


63. Football’s Newton 
64. Descendant 


Down 


1. A monetary unit of Papua New Guinea, 


equal to one hundredth of a kina 
2. Cain’s brother 

3. Fruitvale neighbor 

4. Tennis ball brand 


5. Local lake, often containing toxic algae 


6. Actor who plays the Riddler in Batman 


7. Might 
8. First name of a former Queen of 
England, beheaded for treason 


9. Sleep locale 


“From The D 2 The ___ 
11. To formally request 
12. Fish eggs 

14. Signal for emergency 
22. Devour 

24. Plus 

25. Bulbous flower 


26. Kendrick Lamar album, or an expression of anger 


27. Ctrl-V 

28. Oklahoma resident 
29. Apple alternative 
30. Sports enthusiast 


31. Branch of the U.S. Department of Labor that is 


10. Snoop Dogg and Eminem song 


33. Uncooked 


32. A soft, shapeless lump of something 
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34. Translates to “the palms;” features in the names 


of many Bay Area mexican resturants 


36. City or Ocean 
39. Roadside company 
40. Trump’s network 


43. Large, dark abysses 


44, An essential resource, the posession of 


which many believe is a human right 


45. Judge 
46. Oh! 


47. Bacardi, Shipwreck, and Don Papa 


48. Coagulate 
50. TV show ___ Vep 


51. Former name of Thailand 
53. Carpe diem (suffix to a hashtag) 


54. Lunchtime 


intended to regulate safety in the workplace (Acr.) 


55. Oakland to Orinda, directionally (Abbr.) 


October horoscopes 


By Boudia Crow Lafleur 


Disclaimer: The horoscopes listed below 
will be manifested through my skill of 
divination which will involve the usage 
of my oracle cards. It is your journey, and 
it is up to you to create the paths needed 
to survive this capitalist and colonialist 
world we all live in, and to thrive in a new 
world outside these systems of oppression. 
Have a wonderful month and learn more 
about anti-colonial and anti-imperialist 
history. Dismantle All Empires! 


Aries (March 21 to April 19): This is 
the beginning of your divine and ad- 
venturous era. Many beautiful things 
may cross your path. Communicating 
your needs will bring a lot of bless- 
ings into your life. There will also be 
an end to a gentle and nurturing era. 
There will be a momentary silence to 


keep you still and vigilant. 


Taurus (April 20 to May 20): If 

you are reading this Taurus, know 
that your existence is precious. You 
have the power to thrive beyond this 
capitalist and colonialist world. It 
always comes down to people power 
and knowing how to use it for the 
sake of Mother Earth. There is ances- 
tral knowledge and blood memory 


within you. Use what you know and 
what you have learned. Push through 
your fears. This will be the end of an 
oppressive era. 


Gemini (May 21 to June 21): There 
are going to be changes in the commu- 
nities and kinships that you're a part 
of. The ancestors are on your side so 
not to worry. If things seem like they 
are impossible, plan out your goals 
and dreams. 


Cancer (June 22 to July 22): This 
month, there might be moments of 
distraction and burnout. This may 
affect your mental, emotional, and 
spiritual health. Community is the 
key to healing. Talk to your elders and 
reach out to your blood and chosen 
families. Create with them, make art 
and music with them. 


Leo (July 23 to August 22): Move 
forward, be patient, and know that 
the answers you've been looking for 
will come to you very shortly. Ques- 
tioning who you are as a person is a 
natural part of human development 
and getting to know your own bound- 
aries. Look to the people who love 
you. 


Virgo (August 23 to September 22): 
This month is a good time to look at 
the communication sector of your life. 
Look at how you've been interacting 
with your friends and loved ones. 
What needs to be improved? Look to 


your elders and to your ancestors. 


Libra (September 23 to October 22): 
This month is a good time to get to 
know your subconscious. Gaining the 
confidence to share your feelings with 
your friends and loved ones is a big 
and necessary step. Get to know your 
own boundaries and respect other 
people’s boundaries. Go with the flow 
of the emotions and growth. It takes 
time. 


Scorpio (October 23 to November 
22): Break out of your shell and com- 
fort zone this month. Explore many 
things that you have not stepped into 
yet. It is an end of a climax in your 
journey. It’s time to test your commit- 
ment to your goals and dreams that 
you ve been waiting for so long to 
accomplish. 


Sagittarius (November 23 to De- 
cember 21): In this month, you might 
as well get creative. This is a moment 
of comradery and making costumes 
for the Halloween season. Surviving 
through capitalism is tough, so you 
may as well have fun and deal with 
the upcoming changes in your cur- 
rent journey. Be true to yourself and 
embrace the love around you. 


Capricorn (December 22 to January 
19): There is a feeling of being lost and 
stuck in this burning world, where the 
ghosts of the colonized make us feel 
anguish. Binary thinking is not the 


best way to exist. Creating the balance 
of self-love and community love is 
important. Don’t be arrogant toward 
the people around you. Be with your 
loved ones and know that you are an 
eternal blessing. 


Aquarius (January 20 to February 
18): This month is a time to be true 
to yourself and show the world the 
real you. There will be a lot of intense 
emotions that come out of this jour- 
ney. When in doubt, find a community 
and be with your community. Create 
kinships and embrace love. You are 
sacred. 


Pisces (February 19 to March 20): 
Look within the past and reflect on 
the things you’ve missed about your 
younger self. Are you honoring your 
truth, or are you still masking? Are 
you still hurt by the trauma of your 
family? It is time to act against oppres- 
sive forces. There is hope, but if you 
can’t find it, there is always righteous 
vengeance to fuel your spirit. 


Boudia Crow Lafleur is a diviner and art- 
ist of Michif and European ancestry that 
is based in the East Bay. They use they/ 
them pronouns. Their Sun is at Taurus, 
their Moon is at Taurus, and their Rising 
is at Cancer. If you're interested in getting 
private divination sessions with me, mes- 
sage me at Instagram: @punkwitchdivin- 
er and Facebook: Punk Witch Diviner. 
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STREET SPIRIT EVENTS CALENDAR’ oCToBER 


SAT, OCT | 


1838: “Trail of Tears” begins as 
Cherokee people are forcibly removed 
to Oklahoma 


Oakland Black Cowboy Association 
48th annual parade and festival 
Live music, horse and pony rides! 
Prize for best dressed western. Ven- 
dors. 

DeFremery Park: 1651 Adeline St, 
Oakland 

10AM-6PM 


Solution on page 12 


TUES), ocy + 


a Wood Street Commons 

Rally to support Councilmember 
Carroll Fife 
Rally at Oscar Grant Plaza and pack 
the City Council meeting in support of 
Councilmember Fife’s item on mak- 
ing the Northgate Parcel available for 
Wood Street residents to relocate. 
Oscar Grant Plaza (or Frank Ogawa 
Plaza): 436-476 14th St, Oakland 
9AM rally, 10AM council meeting 


ee We Ce 


a Love and Justice in the Streets 
i Wood Street eviction defense— 
support needed! (ongoing) 
The third phase of the Caltrans sweep 
on Wood Street will begin on Octo- 
ber 5. Volunteer support is needed 
b to document the sweep and support 
residents. Bring food and drinks to 
a share. Wear protective shoes. Support 
"is needed all day from the 5th until 
: phase 3 is finished—likely a period 
Q of about 1.5 weeks (M-F) . Come 
j whenever your schedule allows and 
4 stay as long as you are able. Meetup 
’ location may change as the week goes 
on, check Instagram for updates (@ 
loveandjusticeinthestreets) 
- |) Meet at the corner of Wood Street near 
West Grand in Oakland, in front of 


. Soundwave Studios 
6:30AM-4:30PM 
| Oakland First Fridays 
1se Korean Culture Fest 
- A celebration of Korean art, culture 
nity and accomplishments by Oakland 
te First Fridays, Oakland’s nonprofit 
2 signature monthly celebration of arts, 
| culture, food and community. It hap- 
| pens on the first Friday of the month. 
): Oakland First Fridays could end in 
, October, 2022. They are fundraising to 
ar | keep the event alive online at www. 
yur oaklandfirstfridays.org. 
. ' Telegraph Avenue from West Grand to 
r | 27th Street, Oakland 
res- 5PM-9PM 
u 
a Be ge 
Edutainment for Equity 
cas The World Premier of Exhibit A 
Oakland 
art An interactive data exhibition on 
iat | anti-Blackness in the City of Oakland. 
fl A futures fair to re-imagine what we — 
31 | want Oakland to be for Black people 
us in 2042. Sponsored by Youth Speaks, 
ting Wakanda Dream Lab, Red Bay Coffee, 
ae and others. 
vin- 


DeFremery Park (aka Lil Bobby Hutton 
Park): 1651 Adeline St, Oakland 


TUE, ocT Ii 


2011: Occupy Oakland encampment 
begins 


THURS, ocT 13 


Panther Skate Plaza 

Thursday Night Panther Prowl 

We host a free, family-friendly event 
every Thursday night at the DeFre- 
mery Park basketball courts. It’s an 
official Oakland Parks & Rec program 
where the community comes togeth- 
er to skate in a safe, supportive, and 
inclusive environment. There is a 
rotation of live DJs from the commu- 
nity providing the music and snacks 
and drinks are provided by members 
of the community to share with all at 
no cost. 

DeFremery Park: 1651 Adeline Street, 
Oakland 

6-9PM 


ee ON, Cal ee 


1965: The first draft card is publicly 
burned by Catholic pacifist David Miller 


Pacific Center for Human Growth 
Coming out of the closet flea market 
A resource / vendor flea market in 
honor of the fact that October is Com- 
ing Out Month! Donate clothes, buy 
clothes, buy items/ products offered 
by vendors, and meet organizations! 
Email if you have any questions: kit- 
ty@pacificcenter.org 

2712 Telegraph Ave, Berkeley 
10AM-3PM 


Die it GE ea 


Community Ready Corps Allies and 
Accomplices (CRCAA) 

Divestment Workshop 

White people are hoarding the vast 
majority of the world’s wealth and 
power, upholding white supremacy 
and extreme racial wealth inequality. 
As white people, and white wealthy 
people, in particular, it is our respon- 
sibility to change this reality. We need 
to turn the mirror on ourselves and 
get real with ourselves and each other 
about what we have, why we have, 
and what we are doing with it. But 
how? CRC’s method of divestment, 
the practice of redistributing and. 
returning stolen wealth, land, and 
resources, gives us a concrete, disci- 
plined framework for how to do this. 
No prior experience with CRCAA 

or divestment needed to attend this 
workshop. Newcomers are particular- 
ly welcome! This event will take place 
on Zoom. Closed captioning through 
Google slides and Zoom auto-cap- 
tioning will be provided. If you have 
additional access needs in order to 
participate fully in this event, please 
email crcaainfo@gmail.com 

Register online for the Zoom link: 
bit.ly/DivestOct 

1:00-3:30 PM 


So eh CUNT ee 


Berkeley Copwatch 

Police and Emergency Mental Health 
Discussion will focus on Kayla Moore 
and Nadeem Faroogqi. Guest speaker 
Dr Lisa Warhuus from Specialized 
Care Unit. This is part of the Berke- 


KESOURCES AND COMMUNITY EVENTS IN THE BAY AREA 
ALL FREE UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED 


ley Copwatch Decal, a UC Berkeley 
course that students can take for credit 
and that the public is welcome to join. 
Syllabus online at: bit.ly/fall22BCW 
Non-students can register online here: 
forms.gle/zmDWPx7r14XnhNhu7 

On Zoom and in person 

UC Berkeley's Valley Life Sciences 
Building #2032 

Mondays 5-7PM 


‘Rec CU RRiIne Ee VE NTS. 
Cee Resources 


General Clinic 

_ The Suitcase Clinic _ 
Warm meals, health & ee sup- 
plies, haire cuts, fc otwashing, massage, 


a 


1956: Hungarian Revolution begins 


Bay Area Sunrise 

Movie night 

Join us for a movie night! We will be 
watching Nae Pasaran, a 2018 doc- 
umentary directed by Felipe Bustos 
Sierra about a group of workers at a 
Rolls-Royce factory in East Kilbride, 
Scotland, who refused to work on 
Chilean Air Force parts from 1974-78 
due to the atrocities carried out in 
Chile by the Pinochet dictatorship. 
3275 Peralta Street, Oakland 
7:00-9:30PM 


Po a eel ee 


People’s Park Berkeley 

Spokescouncil meetings 

All are welcome to come and discuss 
the park and organizing to protect its 
future every Saturday. If you are part 
of an affinity group or other group, 
please make sure someone part of it is 
there to represent your group. 

People’s Park, Berkeley 

11AM 


Berkeley Copwatch 
Berkeley’s Response to the Unhoused 
Community 
Discussion will focus on Police ha- 
rassment of the unhoused and harm 
reduction, and what happened at 
People’s Park (Video footage). This is 
part of the Berkeley Copwatch Decal, 
a UC Berkeley course that students 
can take for credit and that the public _ 
is welcome to join. Syllabus online at: 
bit.ly/fall22BCW. Non-students can 
register online here: forms.gle/zmDW- 
Px7r14XnhNhu7 

On Zoom and in person 
UC Berkeley’s Valley Life Sciences 
Building #2032 
Mondays 5-7PM 


eee Ce ee ee 


The Unity Council 

Dia de los Muertos Festival 

For 27 years, the annual Oakland Dia 
de los Muertos Festival has welcomed 
tens of thousands of visitors to the 
vibrant, culturally-rich Fruitvale 
neighborhood for a free, outdoor, 
family-friendly event taking place to — 
commemorate the Mexican traditions 
around the Dia de los Muertos. Enjoy 
music, family-friendly games, rides 
and activities, traditional Latin Amer- 
ican artisans, and the stunning altares 
created by community members pay- 
ing homage to los Muertos. 
International Bluod between Fruitvale 
Avenue and 42nd Avenue, Oakland 
10AM-5PM 
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‘People need understanding from everybody’ 


California—Gov. Newsom’s 
CARE Courts signed into 
law 


Governor Gavin Newsom’s CARE Courts are 
now law after he signed the legislation on Septem- 
ber 14. 

=~ Senate Bill 1338, a Newsom proposal, will create 
a specialized mental health court where judges 
can compel people with mental health disabilities 
and substance use conditions into treatment, Street 
Sheet reports. The bill allows a broad list of “spec- 
ified individuals” to refer someone for conserva- 
torship, and sets a similarly broad set of conditions 


Courtesy of Cob on Wood 


qualifying them for CARE Court. : 
The list of “specified individuals” includes police | Protestors gather to support residents during the sweep. 
officers, and the criteria for placing a person under : 
“care” includes being on the spectrum for schizo- pte gol es ee : Purple pee oo ved 
phrenia and not having decision-making capacity : Street resident 4 years 
ra each other, we all say hi to each amount of ways that everything 
por nee Wo ee nee pec umncely other, we all look out for each can improve for everyone. The 
scorned by community groups who say it will be : ee oe Wood Street and the people 
other. We have people that basi- knee jerk reaction is, well the ; 
unjust and ineffective. : ae Saees who live here, there’s a reputa- 
cally stand their ground to stop opposite is true too. But it’s like 
eS : ; tion I guess, an air that people 
; : people from bringing stolen cars, | yeah we all know that. That’s hoh h 
Berkeley, CA— Safe Haven trash... just to make sure shit be | what you hear every day from ee eee pee pak Sas 
transitional housing opens cleaned up or not be even more everyone. And so I’m trying to feel, and De brings it into exis- 
downtown trashed. If we didn’t have no se- add an element of hope to my tence. [But] I’ve never felt freer 
curity here this place would have _ own life for other people. I had than back here. Freer. I mean 
Homeless advocates unveiled a bright, ren- been worse than what it was. a friend once who used to say free, you know? Of expression, of 
ovated Victorian home in Downtown Berkeley These fires? I don’t know. We things ripple. Specifically here, © pretty much anything you want 
Wednesday to offer temporary housing for people hate the fires. We start bonfires what we do is important. Wood _ to doas long as it doesn’t hurt 
transitioning into their own apartments, Berkeley- but we’re not the ones who will Street to me came to represent anybody. Most people nowadays 
side reports. set another person’s shit on fire. the purest form of freedom that are one paycheck away. Please 
The Homeless Action Center (HAC), which We barely got somewhere to go. I've ever really seen in my life don’t look down on somebody, 
__. offers legal services and outreach for homeless res- I’m not mad at the workers in a collective sense. It led to 
a . : ; : ie because nobody here that I know 
idents throughout Alameda County, will operate that’s working for Caltrans, I’m incredibly positive things for me ld suk 
a seven-room home with a resident manager at mad at the company. Doing out in terms of my ability to make art ear pce: ere Rte & 
2207 Haste St. The Northern California Land Trust of pocket shit. Taking people’s and music, to have some break- pe erent ance tae was 
y epee d. I hate bullies. But th 
owns the home and it was previously occupied by stuff that they worked hard for. throughs, some time to heal. I feel Tevetsed. 1 nate bullies. But t 2 
Options Recovery Services. Damn near 68 percent of my shit, _ like it was really good for me, " state’s being a bully. They didn’t 
,. Named “Almost Home,” it’s the first safe house my tools, my shit that I basically _ and it specifically has todo with _ need this land for a million years 
in Berkeley, though the nonprofit Building Op- worked for, that I need to work, the people. Whenever you go to until now. [The workers] are 
portunities for Self-Sufficiency runs a similar Casa is gone. a place, it’s the people that make _ the fingers of the palm that is 
Maria program in Oakland. Alameda County They’re telling us they have the place the place. Gavin Newsom, or whoever. And 
residents on the coordinated entry list are eligible four-point-something million dol- _It’s good, because everybody because they are making light of 
for temporary stays at the home, likely between 30 lars to fix this, to do this, to build wants the same stuff. Everybody people’s circumstances and being 
~..to 120 days. these little box houses and cage needs clothes, needs food, needs generally really disrespectful, 
us normal people. We’re normal friends, needs a place to put their igalewkach ona 
; . eople just like everybody else. head, you know. There’s univer- Pee Be. 
San Francisco, CA—Homeless youth y, eas , inoeiaos oe ther The  ¢rash]. This place has spirits. And 
hou sing opens in the Mission e ere Ss some people out sal things that tie us together. Ihe 1 conte Geclain ibonoueh buries 
here who do drugs, but I’m not outside world I think could look ay ee 
in Atioach a bei Se ESE hoc the type of person that would do _in and just know that it’s possi- so real. I’ve seen it. 
ee at oe HS pee ince ofEiGoe drugs. I’m the type of person who _ ble...so I think going forward we People need understanding. 
ae a h) es AGS eee ve tiles He likes to work. You're not going need to be more positive. Because They.need understanding from 
Ce 5 : to tell me I have to go to a drug there really is provision. Some everybody else. And then appro- 
ve» sion Local reports. Many are undocumented 3 
and thonolineal, and all ate formerly homeless program to get off the streets, people are getting rooms. Volun- _ priate action to be taken when it’s 
youths bétween the nees of 18 tore ee. oe to live in a house with another teers are bringing food. The social not colored by judgment. People 
ranza received $7.4 million in funding from the person and have rules and regu- _ setting, people willsupporteach are people and if it was reversed, 
; . oe lations and have a curfew, and be — other. It’s a beautiful thing. likeliest vobedak ld 
state’s Homekey program and another $3.6 million ue; ll box. ’m6’6. : Nee Tale Nove sy ete wou 
from San Francisco’s Proposition C. Its three floors ce agian eae Gis There’s.a spectmum of people clown them. 
currently offer a total of 20 studios; there are plans TGR EN Uy to tive nag saiall box on the street. There’s all different 
to open a total of 25 in the future. Each room—siz- ee & pon bean: kinds of people out here with 
es ranging from 12 feet by 12 feet to 10 feet by 10 ap here; we want to get off the | different needs: 1thinkethe Bay 


streets. We don’t want to be stay- 
ing in these ratty-ass complexes. 
It’s like taking a rat and putting 
it in a cage and leaving it there, 
that’s what they want us to do. 


Area is really good about meeting Alastair Boone is the Editor in Chief 
those needs and having a diverse of Street Spirit. 

set of resources. 
I’ve seen stuff 


feet—is equipped with its own furniture, micro- 
wave, refrigerator, and a private bathroom. 


**Milpitas, CA—New ordinance 


restricts sleeping in public space They want to cage us in. What here in Oakland 
would be better is giving people _— that Ihaven’t 
In its latest attempt to tackle an increase an opportunity to reset their lives | seen anywhere 
in homelessness, the Milpitas City Council passed and give them something tolive else. And it’s coo 
..«.an ordinance on Tuesday that restricts individuals in, to have a regular normal life and gives you 
from sleeping and setting up tents in public spaces, and not feel like they’re being hope, because it 
the Mercury News reports. caged in. We all are equal but not. jp] 2 
ioe rer: pples, remem: 
The new rule will affect around 120 individuals They look at homeless people like 
a eee : : ; ber. Sometimes 
that reside in the city, according to estimates from we're a disease or something, but le j d 
homeless advocates. The ordinance delivers on a alee People Justnge 
key promise from Mayor Rich Tran, who has stated tobe heard tQet 
at numerous council meetings and on social media ° Especially out on 
over the last year that he intends to take a more Phil, Wood Street the street. 


hardline approach to tackling homelessness. resident two years 


